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GOVERNMENT 


1 . PRESIDENT EYADEMA CONVENED THE CENTRAL 
COMMITTEE OF HIS RASSEMBLEMENT DU PEUPLE 
TOGOLAIS (RPT) ON JANUARY 22, 1977 TO CONSIDER 
VARIOUS ISSUES, INCLUDING THE MERCENARY 
INVASION OF BENIN. THE COMMITTEE STATED 
FOLLOWING THE MEETING THAT: "IT CONDEMNS 
VIGOROUSLY AND DENOUNCES THE UTILIZATION OF 
MERCENARIES IN AFRICA, NOTABLY IN THE PEOPLE'S 
REPUBLIC OF BENIN, WHICH TRAMPLES THE MOST 
ELEMENTAL RIGHTS OF THE SOVEREIGNTY OF THE 
BENINESE PEOPLE." 
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"THE CENTRAL COMMITTEE OF THE RPT STRONGLY 
SUPPORTS THE FRATERNAL BENINESE PEOPLE IN THEIR 
JUST STRUGGLE TO PRESERVE THEIR INDEPENDENCE, 

UNITY AND NATIONAL SOVEREIGNTY." 

"...THE CENTRAL COMMITTEE OF THE RPT CON- 
GRATULATES GENERAL GNASSINGBE EYADEMA, PRESIDENT 
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OF THE REPUBLIC AND PRESIDENT AND FOUNDER OF THE 
RPT, FOR HIS WILLINGNESS TO GIVE HIS MORAL AND 
POLITICAL SUPPORT TO ALL COUNTRIES WHICH MAY BE 
THE VICTIM OF MERCENARY INVASIONS 
AND TO GIVE MILITARY AID TO 

ANY COUNTRY SUFFERING SUCH AGGRESSION WHICH 
MAY ASK FOR IT." 

2. COMMENT: THIS RATHER LUKEWARM AND OPAQUE 
STATEMENT REPRESENTS A GOT DECISION TO AT LEAST 
TAKE NOT OF THE FACT THAT "SOMETHING" APPEARS 
TO HAVE HAPPENED IN COTONOU ON JANUARY 16. 
CONSIDERABLE SKEPTICISM EXISTS IN THE TOGOLESE 
AND LOCAL FRENCH COMMUNITY OVER THE FACTS OF 
THE MERCENARY INVASION, AS REPORTED BY THE GPRB. 
THIS SKEPTICISM LED TO A GOT DECISION TO REFRAIN 
FROM QUICK ISSUANCE OF A STATEMENT OF SUPPORT 
OF THE GPRB; DESPITE THE JANUARY 22 CENTRAL 
COMMITTEE STATEMENT SUCH SKEPTICISM PERSISTS. 

3. THERE IS SOME LOCAL FEELING THAT A MERCENARY 
RAID DID IN FACT TAKE PLACE ON JANUARY 16 BUT 
THAT THE MERCENARIES HAD BEEN PENETRATED BY 
THE GPRB WITH THE RESULT THAT THE GPRB KNEW 
WHEN THE RAID WAS COMING, PREPARED FOR IT 
MILITARILY, AND SUBSEQUENTLY EXPLOITED IT FOR 
DOMESTIC POLITICAL PURPOSES. 

4. THE REFERENCE IN THE JANUARY 22 STATEMENT 
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TO TOGOLESE WILLINGNESS TO GIVE MILITARY SUPPORT 
TO ANY GOVERNMENT WHICH SUFFERS A MERCENARY 
INVASION APPEARS TO BE DELIBERATELY AMGIBUOUS. 
THE TOGOLESE ARE KNOWN TO BE CONCERNED ABOUT 
POSSIBLE CUBAN INTERVENTION IN WEST AFRICA AND 
THIS REFERENCE CAN PROBABLY BE CONSTRUED TO 
INCLUDE THE CUBANS AS WELL AS RUN-OF-THE-MILL 
MERCENARIES. 

PALMER 
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